Category: 15. Heart Failure: Basic Background: The molecular basis underlying activation of the fetal gene program during development of left ventricular hypertrophy (LVH) is poorly understood. Epigenetics is the study of non-genetic code modifications that alter gene expression. No studies have assessed global epigenetic changes in LVH. We studied DNA methylation and epigenetic modifying gene expression profiles between spontaneously hypertensive rats (SHR) and age-matched controls (WKY) to test the hypothesis that there are global epigenetic changes with LVH.
